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Summary
Our mission is to bring the joy of popular music and live orchestral performance to all five boroughs of New York 
City — from concert halls to classrooms—that inspire today's audiences and nurture tomorrow’s musicians, which 
could not be possible without your generous support.

In the 2025–2026 school year, PopsEd continued to provide life-changing musical experiences for over 3,400 
students across all five boroughs of New York City through our free programs: Kids in the Balcony, Kids on Stage, 
and PopsEd Residencies.

Kids in the Balcony (KIB) welcomed over 1,400 students to experience The New York Pops live at Carnegie Hall.

Kids on Stage (KOS) offered 22 middle school students the unique opportunity to perform alongside The New 
York Pops musicians on the Carnegie Hall stage, honoring acclaimed composer and lyricist Stephen Schwartz 
(Wicked, Godspell, Pippin). The Conducting Apprenticeship, a program part of Kids on Stage, gave four high 
school students hands-on training in the art of conducting with a variety of professional conductors including 
Maestro Steven Reineke and Brian Worsdale.

PopsEd Residencies brought music, song, and dance instruction directly into classrooms across the five boroughs, 
reaching more than 2,000 students.

Anne Swanson,
President and Executive Director 

Ganling Chu,
Education Operations Coordinator Education Report FY26



KIDS IN THE BALCONY

of participants are from 
underserved communities

of participants are from 
low-income households

of participants are 
English language learners

of participants are 
students with disabilities

17%

13% 

59%

77% 

Kids in the Balcony  is a program that 
provides FREE tickets to The New York 
Pops concerts at Carnegie Hall to New 
York City students and their families. 

This year we served more than 
1,400 students and their families.. Education Report FY26



This season, we also held two in-person workshops 
at Carnegie Hall facilitated by teaching artists. Each 
session welcomed students to that evening’s 
concert program, giving them insight into the 
creation of musical arrangements for a 78-
member Pops orchestra. Maestro Steven Reineke 
and musicians participated in a Q&A session 
sharing the story of their music careers and why 
they love performing in the orchestra.

Students were provided with pre-concert 
curriculum to prepare them for the 
concert-going experience. Booklets 
included information about the 
instruments of the orchestra and fun       
facts about guest artists.

Education Report FY26



“The vocalists were sensational… I also 
loved the mix of classical and R&B with a 
full orchestra and modern band… I was 
impressed by just the sheer grandeur of 
the performance...”

- Student from Queens

KIDS IN THE BALCONY 
TESTIMONIALS

“Such an inspiration!! It was an 
honor and a privilege to be around 
such talent. Our daughter is playing 
percussion and the night really 
inspired her. 

Once thank you so much for the 
amazing night!!!”

- Parent from Brooklyn

“My students… felt so honored to be 
included. It is a spectacular 
program and students benefit so 
much from all parts… from the 
artists to the concerts. Some had 
never before been to a concert hall. 
It was amazing.”

- Laura Kavourias, P.S. 171 principal
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BROOKLYN BRONX MANHATTAN QUEENS

P.S. 24 P.S. 134 M.S. 167 P.S. 171 J.H.S. 189

P.S. 116* The East 
Harlem School Forest Hills H.S. P.S./M.S. 219

I.S. 318 STATEN ISLAND La Guardia H.S J.H.S. 157 M.S. 74

I.S. 239 I.S. 75 Isaac Newton M.S.* P.S. 144 P.S. 303

Stuyvesant H.S. M.S. 158
Francis Lewis 

H.S.*

P.S. 212* M.S. 172

KIDS IN THE BALCONY  PARTNER SCHOOLS
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KIDS ON STAGE

NYC students 
applied to Kids on 
Stage and the
Conducting 
Apprenticeship

Students invited 
to audition 
or interview

102

104

Jury included members of 
The New York Pops orchestra 
and PopsEd Teaching Artists.

High school 
conducting 

apprentices were 
selected

Middle school 
instrumentalists 

were chosen

22 

4}
Kids on Stage is a FREE comprehensive 
program that provides middle and high 
school students access to the 
professional performance process from 
the first audition to the final note.
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Kids on Stage students were also offered  26 full 
scholarships through our partnership with the 
French Woods Festival of Performing Arts. 

One of the highlights of the summer camp was 
the side-by-side concert with TNYP orchestra 
musicians. The performance featured over 100 
players on stage—including the professional 
musicians, campers, and Kids on Stage students 
and alumni—with vocal numbers by guest artist 
Jessica Vosk and soloists from the camp’s 
theater program.
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Brian Worsdale (Director, Kids on 
Stage) led the Kids on Stage  rehearsals 
with the experience culminating 
onstage at Carnegie Hall alongside The 
New York Pops musicians at our annual 
Birthday Gala.

Teaching artists, which included 
members of the orchestra, led 
sectionals (small group rehearsals) and 
provided feedback in the side-by-side 
orchestra rehearsals.



KIDS ON STAGE : 
CONDUCTING APPRENTICESHIP

The KOS Conducting Apprenticeship program gives 
four high school junior and senior music students 
the chance to study the many facets of conducting. 
Students received instruction from Brian Worsdale.

Students also participated in a conducting 
masterclass with Steven Reineke and had 
opportunities to attend and score study during 
TNYP orchestra rehearsals. 
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43%

55%

1% 1%

Female Male

Non-Binary Other

1%

33%

21%

32%

14%

Bronx
Brooklyn
Manhattan
Queens
Staten Island

68%
IDENTIFY AS 

PEOPLE OF COLOR
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KIDS ON STAGE  TESTIMONIALS

“World class musicians + Prestigious 
world-renowned Carnegie Hall + 
Stephen Schwartz…+ THE Maestro, 
Steven Reineke himself at front and 
center = the ultimate learning 
experience and dream come true for 
an aspiring 7th grade trumpet player!”

- Louis, student from Staten Island

“Kids on Stage opened my eyes to 
what music can be. 
Seeing Carnegie Hall packed and 
performing with stars, along with 
forming unforgettable relationships, 
is something I know will be one of 
the best experiences of my life!"

- Lia, KOS 2024 alumnus 

“Thank you so much for 
everything you do for KOS. 
These past few weeks 
have been truly a dream 
come true for Madeleine. 
She's a quiet one, but she 
has been taking it all in.”

- Parent from Manhattan
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19 SITES 

SERVING + 2,000 

STUDENTS

26 Teaching Artists

PopsEd Residencies offer musical 
theater, choral, and instrumental 
music instruction to students in NYC 
public schools across the 5 boroughs. 

RESIDENCIES

PopsEd Teaching Artists provide 
music education to students who 
otherwise might not have exposure 
to the arts. They also offer their 
skills and expertise to support and 
enhance existing music programs. 

Curriculum is tailor-made to a 
school’s needs while integrating 
National Core Arts Standards and 
New York State Learning Standards 
for Music designed to bolster 
children’s confidence, self-
expression, and artistic literacy.
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of participants are from 
underserved communities

of participants are students 
with disabilities

22% 

79% 

of participants are from 
low-income households

of participants are English 
Language Learners12% 

68% 



OUR RESIDENCY PARTNERS
BROOKLYN BRONX MANHATTAN QUEENS STATEN ISLAND

I.S. 318 M.S. 244 M.S. 167 P.S. 171 Susan Wagner H.S. 

All City 
Marching Band

M.S. 180 The East Harlem 
School

P.S. 303 Hellenic Charter 
Classical School

Salute to Music 
Brooklyn Band

Salute to Music 
Bronx Band

Salute to Music 
Manhattan Band

High School For 
Construction Trades, 

Engineering & 
Architecture

Salute to Music 
Brooklyn Orchestra

M.S. 158*

P.S. 177 M.S. 172*

Salute to Music 
Queens Orchestra

Education Report FY26

BROOKLYN BRONX MANHATTAN STATEN ISLAND QUEENS

* denotes new schools this year



The Musical Mentors program was first introduced in 2012 to enhance existing public school 
music programs by supporting music educators while providing middle school students, most of 
whom cannot afford private lessons, with personalized, small-group instrument instruction. 

HIGHLIGHT: Musical Mentors

In the 2025-2026 school year, a grant from 
the National Endowment of Arts enabled 
the launch of pilot programs at M.S. 158 and 
M.S. 172 middle schools located in Queens. 
This expansion marked a major milestone, 
bringing the Musical Mentors program to all 
five New York City boroughs. 

The funding also enhanced programming at  
M.S. 244 in The Bronx by increasing 
Teaching Artists visits for winds and brass 
instruction and introducing specialized 
instrument masterclasses. 

The Musical Mentors program was first 

introduced in 2012 to enhance existing 

public school music programs by 

supporting music educators  while 

providing middle school students, most 

of whom cannot afford private lessons, 

with personalized, small-group 

instrument instruction. 



TESTIMONIALS
“It was great to meet the students, play for them and give them 
some information about what it would be like to play the 
trombone. It is always fun to have a group of students ‘buzzing’ 
while learning how to produce sound on a brass instrument.”
- Deborah, Teaching Artist about the “Trombone Day”
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“Mr. Kevin is AMAZING! Our students learn so much and are 
always excited to work hard for Mr. Kevin. The residency is [an] 
amazing, creative, fun-filled, [and] student-centered experience.”
- Rosanna Sferrazza, Principal from P.S. 303

“One of the kids who participated [in the PopsEd residency] this 
year became more outspoken and engaged.  He said that he wished 
that he could do high school all over again so that he could start in 
theater as a Freshman instead of just beginning as a Junior.”
-Neeya, Facilitator at High School of Construction, Trade, 
Engineering, and Architecture



THANK YOU TO OUR POPSED SPONSORS

Kids on Stage and Kids in the Balcony are supported, in part, by public funds from the New
York City Department of Cultural Affairs in partnership with the City Council.

PopsEd Residencies are, in part, made possible by the New York State Council on the Arts
with the support of the Office of the Governor and the New York State Legislature.



THANK YOU TO OUR POPSED DONORS

Best Friend ($20,000 and above)

Carp Ferrari, in memory of the victims 
of Sandy Hook 12/17/12
Paula and Tom McInerney
National Endowment for the Arts 
New York City Department of Cultural 
Affairs
New York State Council on the Arts
New York Yankees Foundation
The Rockefeller Brothers Fund 
Anthony V. Thompson*

Honor Roll ($10,000 to 19,999)
Mary Carr Patton*
Ella Fitzgerald Charitable Foundation
The Gerald and Paula McNichols Family 
Foundation
Roxanne Reff
The Reiser Wealth Management Group 
at J.P. Morgan Wealth Management
Frank Schwarzer and Cindy Muth
Barbara L. Waldman, in honor of Nadine 
Wong

Friend ($5,000 to 9,999)
David* and Margaret Blakelock
Ann Loughridge Kerr
James* and Patty Read
Andrea* and David Reiser
Eric Rosenfeld
Dorothy* and Peter Samuels
Nadine Wong*

Partner ($2,500 to 4,999)
Cheryl Barr
Candace Carroll* and Derek Sotis
Paul Guyardo and Victoria Perla
The Hayes Family
Martini Family Foundation
Rolland and Ellen Meier
Eileen Silvers and Richard Bronstein
Joanne and Chris Stavrou
Thompson Central Park Hotel
Joe and Hilary Watson

Pal ($1,000 to $2,499)

Barbara Best
Theresa Chang
A. Deinnocentiis
DreamWorks Animation and Universal 
Pictures
Melanie and John Clarke 
Claudia Fleming Bitar
John* and Kathryn Gardner
Kathleen and Jerry Golub
Lori Hall
Barbara Haney
Megan Carter Hayes*
Nancy Hollander
Capathia Jenkins* and Ibrahim Coker
Eric Lee
Susan MacFaddin
The Maizner* Family
Wayne Merkelson and Nancy Roistacher
Janis and Alan Menken
Sara and Alain Robert

Sunny Sessa
Eda and Stephen Sorokoff
Sabina Stone
Judy and Fred Wilpon

Pen Pal ($500 to 999)
Benebone LLC.
Jamie deRoy, in honor of Steven Reineke
June Freemanzon*
Nichola Garaufis and Betsy Seidman
Elizabeth Graseck, in honor of Nadine Wong
Nathaniel Harceg
David Katz 
Dr. Stanley and Debbie Lefkowitz
John Littzi* and Kallie Steffes
Dan and Devon Maccarone
Kasia McCormick*, in honor of Anne 
Swanson
Johan de Meij and Dyan Machan
Romir Robles
Michael* and Rebecca Rosen
Emilia Sherifova
Stephen Sikes
Lauren Weinberger
Charles and Elli Zimmerman

Buddy ($250 to $499)
D’Vorah Bailey and Michael Siefring
Florian Bezault
Rebecca Boyea
Leslie Burgin
Tim Carney

Alexandra Cary
Arianna Chang
Peter (Cheung-Hung) Chu
Catherine Dault
Erin Gottlieb
Paul Jindra
Grant MacFaddin
Meghan Maltez
Elizabeth Marks* and Andrew 
Skobinsky
Jaimee Marshal, in honor of Richard 
Weitz
Therese McGinn
Daniel Miles
Javier Morgado, in honor of Anne 
Swanson
Treyton Moy
Matthew Reiser
Kathy Ruland
Meredith Sanandres, in honor of Anne 
Swanson
Richard Sheehan
Maureen Shillet
Alexandra Small
Terrill Timberlake
Peter A. and Charlotte Weitz Kolson
Jason Westerheide
Anonymous

*Board of Directors, The New York Pops

This list reflects supporters of the              
2025-26 season or school year.



Ganling Chu

Education Operations Coordinator

Brian Worsdale

Director, Kids on Stage

Harmony Deslauriers

Bookkeeper and Office Manager

Manly Romero

Music Librarian

Maguette Ndiaye

Assistant Librarian

Cassity Warnecke

Library Assistant

Morahan Arts and Media

Public Relations

Gemini Music Productions, 
Neil Balm and Jonathan Haas

Orchestra Personnel Mgmt.    

Jeffrey P. Englander, Esq.

Morrison Cohen, LLP

Legal Counsel

DS Consulting Group

Event Coordinator

THE NEW YORK POPS ADMINISTRATION

The New York Pops
39 Broadway, Suite 1150
New York, NY 10006
Ph: 212-765-7677
Website: newyorkpops.org

Anne M. Swanson

President and Executive Director

Jamie Moses 

General Manager

Meredith Cappel

Director of Development

Chrissy Brinkman

Assistant Director of Development

Stephen Furda

Marketing and Communications Manager

Elyse Williams

Marketing and Communications Apprentice
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